This document contains the following 10 NOS for review.
These NOS may be applicable to workplaces where grooms are employed within a stud or breeding yard. 


1. LANEq234 Assist with getting mares in foal
2. LANEq235 Assist with foaling
3. LANEq 236 Assist with handling mares and foals
4. LANEq328 Care for the mare and foal during foaling
5. LANEq329 Care for the mare and foal
6. LANEq331 Maintain stud documentation
7. Suggestion for New NOS: Care for and prepare the mare for breeding
8. LANEq332 Establish and maintain the care of stallions
9. LANEq333 Handle and present stallions under supervision
10. LANEq349 Handle stallions for semen collection under supervision


LANEq234 Assist with getting mares in foal

Overview:
This standard covers assisting with getting mares in foal in line with organisational procedures. It includes supporting the handling and preparation of mares, assisting with activities related to reproductive assessment, observing and reporting behavioural signs, and contributing to record keeping. You must follow agreed instructions, work safely and maintain appropriate levels of hygiene, biosecurity and animal welfare. You will need to be able to recognise hazards in the workplace.

Performance criteria
You must be able to:
1. maintain the safety of yourself and others and the welfare and wellbeing of the horse during the activities 
2. maintain hygiene and biosecurity in line with organisational procedures
3. select and wear appropriate clothing and personal protective equipment for the activity
4. assist with getting mares in foal by holding, presenting and positioning the mare correctly and where appropriate, assist with the scanning of the mare 
5. observe and report behavioural signs shown by mares 
6. provide information required for completion of organisational breeding records 
7. follow organisational instructions throughout all activities

Knowledge and understanding
You must know and understand:
1. your responsibilities under relevant animal welfare and health and safety legislation and codes of practice
2. the importance of maintaining hygiene and biosecurity during breeding activities how this can be achieved 
3. the selection, use and care of personal protective equipment 
4. the main stages of oestrus in the mare 
5. the reasons for teasing and/or scanning to detect oestrus 
6. the reasons for observing mares and importance of correctly identifying and reporting signs of oestrus 
7. the process for breeding via assisted reproductive technology, including artificial insemination and embryo transfer
8. the process for breeding via in-hand covering and the correct use of handling facility
9. the behavioural responses of mares and stallions during breeding‑related activities and associated risks
10. the points to be aware of when working with teasers and stallions, including the potential dangers 
11. the importance of maintaining accurate stud documentation and the type of information required 
12. the risks to horses, yourself and others and how these can be minimised 

Range:
Maintain the following information on the stud documentation: dates of foaling, mares, stallions, teasing and covering


LANEq235 Assist with foaling

Overview:
This standard covers assisting with foaling in line with organisational procedures. It includes preparing facilities and equipment, recognising signs of imminent foaling, assisting with the foaling process under supervision, handling the newborn foal and mare, and maintaining hygiene and biosecurity throughout. You must work safely, follow agreed instructions and maintain the welfare and wellbeing of mares and foals at all times. You will need to be able to recognise hazards in the workplace.

Performance criteria
You must be able to:
1. maintain the safety of yourself and others and the welfare and wellbeing of mares and foals during foaling activities
2. maintain hygiene and biosecurity in line with organisational procedures
3. select and wear appropriate clothing and personal protective equipment for the activity
4. prepare foaling boxes and equipment in line with organisational procedures
5. assist with the use of equipment needed for foaling in line with organisational procedures
6. recognise and report signs of imminent foaling to the appropriate person 
7. assist with foaling under supervision and in accordance with instructions
8. handle the newborn foal and mare safely and in line with organisational procedures

Knowledge and understanding
You must know and understand:
1. your responsibilities under relevant animal welfare and health and safety legislation and codes of practice
2. the importance of maintaining hygiene and biosecurity during foaling and how this can be achieved 
3. the selection, use and care of personal protective equipment 
4. the facilities required for foaling and the reasons for use
5. the equipment required for foaling and organisational procedures for checking and maintaining equipment 
6. the main signs of imminent foaling and the actions to take 
7. the main stages of foaling and when assistance may be required
8. the types of problems that may occur during foaling and when the vet should be called 
9. the typical responses of mares to newborn foals and how to handle mares and foals safely
11. the basic principles of learning theory and its application when handling mares and foals
12. the signs of health in newborn foals and lactating mares 
13. the organisational procedures that follow foaling
14. the process to introduce an orphan foal/foster mare or vice versa 
15. the importance of maintaining accurate documentation and the type of information required
16. the risks to mares, foals, yourself and others during foaling activities and how these risks can be minimised 



LANEq 236 Assist with handling mares and foals

Overview:
This standard covers assisting with handling mares and foals in line with organisational procedures. It includes supporting safe handling, moving and holding mares and foals for routine care or treatment, introducing mares and foals to other horses when required, and assisting with the weaning process. You must work safely, follow agreed instructions and maintain appropriate levels of hygiene, biosecurity and horse welfare throughout the activity. You will need to be able to recognise hazards in the workplace.

Performance criteria
You must be able to:
1. maintain the safety of yourself and others and the welfare and wellbeing of mare and foal, during the activities
2. maintain hygiene and biosecurity in line with organisational procedures
3. select and wear appropriate clothing and personal protective equipment for the activity
4. assist with handling a mare and foal in ways that minimise stress and risks to horses, yourself and others
5. apply appropriate equipment safely when instructed
6. assist with turning out a mare and foal in line with organisational procedures
7. assist with introducing a mare and foal to other horses when required
8. catch and bring in a mare and foal in line with organisational procedures
9. hold a mare and foal safely for examination or routine treatments
10. assist with the weaning process in accordance with organisational procedures

Knowledge and understanding
You must know and understand:
1. your responsibilities under relevant animal welfare and health and safety legislation and codes of practice.
2. the selection, use and care of personal protective equipment 
3. the importance of maintaining hygiene and biosecurity when handling mares and foals and how this can be achieved
4. how to handle mares and foals safely and respectfully 
5. the basic principles of learning theory relevant to handling foals
6. the safe use of equipment when handling foals including foal slip and rope halter
7. how to introduce mares and foals to other horses and the potential behavioural responses
8. how to hold mares and foals safely for examinations or routine treatments
9. general weaning principles and typical behavioural responses to weaning
10. the risks to mares, foals and other horses, yourself and others and how these risks can be minimised 



[bookmark: _Hlk208390223]LANEq328 Care for the mare and foal during foaling

Overview:
This standard covers caring for the mare and foal during foaling in line with organisational procedures. It includes preparing facilities and equipment, monitoring and responding to signs of imminent foaling, providing support during foaling within the limits of your responsibility, caring for the mare and foal immediately after birth, and maintaining hygiene and biosecurity. You must work safely, follow agreed instructions and maintain the welfare and wellbeing of mares and foals throughout the activity. You will need to be able to recognise hazards and assess risks in the workplace.

Performance criteria
You must be able to:
1. maintain the safety of yourself and others, and the welfare and wellbeing of the mare and foal during activities 
2. select and wear appropriate clothing and personal protective equipment for the activity 
3. prepare facilities and equipment for foaling in line with organisational procedures
4. care for the mare prior to foaling in accordance with instructions
5. monitor the mare and respond to signs of imminent foaling in line with organisational procedures
6. care for the mare during foaling and seek professional help immediately when required 
7. identify and respond to abnormal signs of health or behaviour and report concerns promptly
8. check the placenta after foaling 
9. care for the mare and foal for the 24 hours following foaling 
10. maintain hygiene and biosecurity throughout the activity
11. ensure waste is disposed of safely and correctly in line with organisational procedures

Knowledge and understanding
You must know and understand:
1. your responsibilities under relevant animal welfare and health and safety legislation and codes of practice
2. the risks to mares, foals, yourself and others and how these risks can be minimised 
3. the selection, use and care of personal protective equipment 
4. the importance of maintaining hygiene and biosecurity during foaling and how this can be achieved
5. the types of facilities and equipment required to care for mares and foals during foaling 
6. the requirements for foaling in the stable and the field 
7. the signs of imminent foaling and the actions to take 
8. the stages of labour 
9. abnormal presentation and when to seek help 
10. abnormal signs of health or behaviour in mares and foals and when to seek professional help
11. the reasons for checking the placenta after foaling and problems concerning retention 
12. the use of closed-circuit television and mare alarms where appropriate
13. the procedures immediately following parturition 
14. the importance of accurate reporting and record keeping after foaling

Glossary:
Facilities and equipment: stabling, bedding, lighting, phone and relevant phone numbers, head collar, rugs, colostrum, first aid kit


[bookmark: _Hlk208390230]LANEq329 Care for the mare and foal

Overview:
This standard covers caring for the mare and foal in line with organisational procedures. It includes monitoring health and behaviour, implementing daily handling routines, planning routine healthcare, supporting the transition to grazing, assisting with weaning and providing care afterwards. You must work safely, follow agreed instructions and maintain the welfare and wellbeing of mares and foals throughout these activities.
You will need to be able to recognise hazards and assess risks in the workplace

Performance criteria
You must be able to:
1. maintain the safety of yourself and others and the welfare and wellbeing of horses during activities
2. select and wear appropriate clothing and personal protective equipment for the activity 
3. care for the mare and foal in line with organisational procedures
4. identify and report health concerns promptly
5. establish and implement daily handling routines for the mare and foal
6. plan and implement routine healthcare for the mare and foal, including parasite control, vaccination and foot care 
7. introduce the mare and foal to grazing in accordance with organisational procedures
8. implement appropriate weaning methods and support the mare and foal throughout the process
9. monitor and maintain the health and wellbeing of the mare and the foal following weaning 
10. seek specialist advice and support when required
11. implement fostering programmes and care for orphan foals where appropriate 
12. maintain hygiene and biosecurity in line with organisational requirements

Knowledge and understanding
Yu must know and understand:
1. your responsibilities under relevant animal welfare and health and safety legislation and codes of practice
2. the risks to mares, foals, yourself and others and how these risks can be minimised 
3. the selection, use and care of personal protective equipment 
4. the importance of maintaining hygiene and biosecurity when caring for the mare and foal and how this can be achieved  
5. how to identify and respond appropriately to health concerns in mares and foals
6. the importance of colostrum and how to ensure that the foal has obtained sufficient amounts 
7. management procedures for limb deformities 
8. the Caslick's operation 
9. fostering procedures and the ongoing care for an orphan foal, foster mare and mare that has lost the foal
10. the principles and methods of weaning and how to promote health, welfare and wellbeing for mare and foal
11. the types of developmental issues that may arise in growing youngsters 
12. when and how to seek professional support 
13. how to maintain appropriate records 



[bookmark: _Hlk208390234]LANEq331 Maintain stud documentation

Overview:
This standard covers maintaining stud documentation in line with organisational procedures. It includes recording and updating information, resolving discrepancies, maintaining confidentiality, and sharing appropriate information with authorised individuals. You must work safely, follow agreed instructions and maintain accurate records that support the effective management of stud activities. You will need to be able to recognise hazards and assess risks in the workplace.

Performance criteria
You must be able to:
1. provide clear and accurate information for recording purposes in line with organisational procedures
2. maintain stud documentation in accordance with organisational requirements
3. identify and resolve discrepancies in information and report them to the appropriate person 
4. maintain the confidentiality of information in line with organisational procedures
5. share relevant information with authorised individuals in accordance with organisational requirements

Knowledge and understanding
You must know and understand: 
1. the purpose of stud documentation and why accuracy is important
2. the requirements for the types of records that must be maintained
3. the organisational procedures for data protection and disclosing information appropriately
4. the technology and systems used to maintain stud documentation
5. the registration requirements of mares, stallions and foals 
6. stud contractual terminology including terms, fees, methods of payment and nomination forms 
7. the vaccination, swabbing and other routine healthcare records 
8. the legislation relating to stud documentation

Glossary:
Types of records: veterinary, farrier, worming, teasing and covering, paddocks, diaries, passports, microchips, charts, teasing books, foaling dates, registrations, nomination forms


[bookmark: _Hlk208390240]DRAFT NOS: based on merging LANEq348 Care for and prepare the mare for artificial insemination and LANEq330 Care for and prepare the mare for covering

[bookmark: _Hlk208390244]DRAFT TITLE: Care for and prepare the mare for breeding

Overview:
[bookmark: _Hlk209020295]This standard covers caring for and preparing mares for breeding in line with organisational procedures. It includes supporting the management of mares before breeding, maintaining hygiene and biosecurity, observing behavioural signs, assisting with breeding‑related activities within the limits of your responsibility, contributing to scanning and monitoring routines when instructed, and supporting the care of in‑foal mares. You must work safely, follow agreed instructions and maintain the welfare and wellbeing of mares throughout breeding activities. You will need to be able to recognise hazards and assess risks in the workplace.

Performance criteria
You must be able to:
1. maintain the safety of yourself and others, and the welfare and wellbeing of horses during activities
2. maintain hygiene and biosecurity in line with organisational procedures
3. select and wear appropriate clothing and personal protective equipment for the activity 
4. care for the barren mare to optimise her chances of conception 
5. take precautions to prevent sexually transmitted diseases in line with organisational requirements
6. contribute to the organisation of timely scanning routines to assist with the breeding method in your place of work
7. confirm the mare is receptive for breeding in line with organisational procedures 
8. prepare the mare for breeding in line with organisational procedures 
9. assist with the breeding process in line with organisational procedures 
10. carry out arrangements for pregnancy checks and communicate promptly to the appropriate person 
11. implement routine health care for in-foal mares from conception to foaling, including parasite control, teeth rasping, foot trimming and routine vaccinations in line with organisational procedures

Knowledge and understanding
You must know and understand:
1. your responsibilities under relevant animal welfare and health and safety legislation and codes of practice
2. the risks to horses, yourself and others and how these risks can be minimised 
3. the importance of maintaining hygiene and biosecurity when caring for and preparing mares breeding and the methods for achieving this 
4. the selection, use and care of personal protective equipment 
5. the regulations regarding swabbing of mares for venereal disease and infection 
6. how to recognise venereal diseases and the necessity of notifying the relevant authority 
7. breeding and registration schemes 
8. the methods and timing of pregnancy testing 
9. pedigrees and the selection of mares and stallions for breeding and the intended use of progeny 
10. the oestrus cycle, signs of oestrus and hormonal control 
11. the methods of confirming receptivity for covering and correct timing for assistive reproductive techniques including embryo transfer and artificial insemination 
12. equipment that can be used during teasing and covering and assistive reproductive techniques, including embryo transfer and artificial insemination
13. the procedures to be followed when covering and using assistive reproductive techniques, including embryo transfer and artificial insemination and when the method is not permissible 
14. the reproductive anatomy of mare and stallion 

Range:
The learner must complete the performance criteria using a minimum of one breeding practice as per their organisation’s methods.
Take the following precautions: swabbing, hygiene


LANEq332 Establish and maintain the care of stallions

Overview:
This standard is about establishing and maintaining the care of stallions by exercising, feeding and caring for the stallion on a day-to-day basis. You will establish and maintain an exercise programme (where relevant), specify and implement dietary requirements, identify health problems and take the appropriate remedial action. You will need to be fully aware of the importance of health, safety and animal welfare and wellbeing in connection with this activity. You will need to be able to recognise hazards and assess risks in the workplace.

Performance criteria
You must be able to:
1. maintain the safety of yourself and others, and the welfare and wellbeing of horses during activities
2. select and wear appropriate clothing and personal protective equipment for the activity 
3. implement routine health care of stallions in line with organisational procedures
4. select and use handling and restraint methods suitable for stallions in line with organisational procedures
5. implement exercise programmes (where relevant) that support the health, wellbeing and fitness of stallions in line with organisational requirements 
6. implement dietary requirements for stallions in accordance with organisational procedures
7. report concerns about stallions’ behaviour, health or management to the appropriate person
8. identify health problems with the stallion and take appropriate action within the limits of your responsibility

Knowledge and understanding
You must know and understand:
1. your responsibilities under relevant animal welfare and health and safety legislation and codes of practice
2. the risks to horses, yourself and others and how these risks can be minimised
3. the selection, use and care of personal protective equipment 
4. how to support the physical and psychological wellbeing of stallions
5. how to identify health problems and the appropriate actions to take within the limits of your responsibility
6. dietary requirements for stallions (work dependent)
7. exercise requirements for stallions (where appropriate)
8. enrichment requirements for stallions (where appropriate)
9. fitness requirements prior to the covering season (where appropriate)
10: methods and equipment for restraint and their appropriate use
11. how to recognise behavioural concerns in stallions and when to report them

Scope:
Routine health care: parasite control, teeth rasping, feet trimming, routine vaccination

Glossary:
Dietry requirements of stallions e.g.
• water
• feed
• supplementary feed
• seasonal variations

[bookmark: _Hlk208390249]LANEq333 Handle and present stallions under supervision

Overview:
This standard covers handling and presenting stallions under supervision in line with organisational procedures. It includes maintaining hygiene and biosecurity, supporting routine procedures, observing and reporting behavioural signs, presenting stallions for breeding‑related activities or inspection under supervision, and maintaining safety throughout. You must work safely, follow agreed instructions and maintain the welfare and wellbeing of stallions and others during these activities. You will need to be able to recognise hazards and assess risks in the workplace.

Performance criteria
You must be able to:
1. maintain the safety of yourself and others, and the welfare of horses during activities
2. maintain hygiene and biosecurity in line with organisational procedures
3. select and wear appropriate clothing and personal protective equipment for the activity 
4. handle stallions during routine hygiene procedures under supervision in line with organisational requirements
5. take precautions to prevent sexually transmitted diseases in line with organisational procedures
6. present the teaser to the mare to establish receptivity for covering in line with organisational procedures
7. present the stallion to the mare for covering as instructed in line with organisational procedures
8. report concerns about stallions’ behaviour, health or safety to the appropriate person
9. present the stallion to clients for inspection in line with organisational procedures
10. use equipment suitable for handling stallions in accordance with organisational procedures

Knowledge and understanding
You must know and understand:
1. your responsibilities under relevant animal welfare and health and safety legislation and codes of practice
2. the risks to horses, yourself and others and how these risks can be minimised 
3. the selection, use and care of personal protective equipment 
4. the importance of maintaining hygiene and biosecurity when handling stallions and how to achieve this
5. venereal diseases and their symptoms 
6. the codes of practice for prevention and control of venereal diseases and how to notify the relevant authority 
7. stallion psychology and behaviour 
8. the different methods of teasing 
19. the implications for the over-use of stallions 
10. the equipment to be used when handling and presenting stallions and its safe use 
11. the regulations regarding swabbing 
12. the records required for management and legislative purposes 

[bookmark: _Hlk208390254]LANEq349 Handle stallions for semen collection under supervision

Overview:
This standard covers handling stallions for semen collection under supervision in line with organisational procedures. It includes preparing facilities and equipment, handling and presenting stallions safely, maintaining hygiene and biosecurity, supporting semen collection activities within the limits of your responsibility and completing post‑activity routines. You must work safely, follow agreed instructions and maintain the welfare and wellbeing of stallions throughout all activities. You will need to be able to recognise hazards and assess risks in the workplace.

Performance criteria
You must be able to:
1. monitor and maintain the safety of yourself and others and the welfare and wellbeing of stallions during activities
2. maintain hygiene and biosecurity in line with organisational procedures
3. select and wear appropriate clothing and personal protective equipment for the activity 
4. select, prepare and use tools, equipment and materials safely and effectively in line with organisational procedures 
5. prepare the work area for the collection of semen in line with organisational procedures
6. correctly identify, prepare and handle stallions in ways that minimise stress and risks to stallions, yourself and others
7. present the stallion to the teaser mare if required in line with organisational procedures
8. present the stallion to the live or dummy mare for semen collection as instructed in line with organisational procedures
9. collect the semen from the stallion as instructed in line with organisational procedures
10. return the stallion to his living environment in line with organisational procedures
11. report concerns relating to behaviour, equipment or the semen‑collection process to the appropriate person

Knowledge and understanding
You must know and understand:
1. your responsibilities under relevant animal welfare and health and safety legislation and codes of practice
2. the risks to horses, yourself and others and how these risks can be minimised 
3. the selection, use and care of personal protective equipment  
4. the importance of maintaining hygiene and biosecurity and how this can be achieved 
5. the venereal diseases that can affect stallions and their symptoms 
6. codes of practice for prevention and control of venereal diseases and how to notify the relevant authority 
7. types of facilities, equipment and materials required and how to maintain and use these safely 
8. methods for preparing the stallion for semen collection 
9. the behavioural responses of stallions during semen‑collection activities and how to recognise and reduce signs of stress
10. the implications for the over-use of stallions 
11. the different methods of semen collection using a dummy and a live mare 
12. the organisational and legislative requirements for maintaining accurate records
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